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S-E-O-R-E-T 


On the 13th of August/ this year (1958) at 1f>}2 hours, I left for Cologne 
•~7 7 _> on H, UUeshe:tm_ busin ess matters. During this trip, quite by accident, I found 
* ' myself in a discussion v/ith one foreigner, who was riding in the same compart- 

ment as I. Prom our conversation it became clear that this individual was 
coming from Moscow, through Berlin (DDR), to Bonn to the Soviet post as the 
first secretary. While saying goodbye at the Cologne Station, he gave me his 
name as Ivan Ivanovich ZAYTSEV. He appears to be about 50 years old, approxi- 
mately 180 cm tall, with thick dark hair, brown eyes, wearing a clipped mus- 
tache, of average build. He wore a dark brown suit, and black high shoes. His 
family (wife and two children) are coming to Bonn in about two months. He spoke 
rather poor German and asked my advice on how best he could learn it most quick- 
ly. He was thinking in Urns of finding a place to live in a private homo so 
that he could ba frequently exposed to the Geman language. He was going to 
Eoan by train rather than plana sc that ho could see more of Germany. He was 
surorised at my knowledge of the Russian language. He advised me to visit the 
Soviet Union to see how things looked now, as 1 had told hin the last time 1 
had been there was in 1918. 1 trica to steer the conversation Into general 
channels, avoiding discussions of politics. Even though he said lie was the Em- 
bassy Pirst Secretary, he did not give me the impression that he was what he re- 
presented himself to be. I think he is more likely some ordinary clerk. I come 
to this conclusion because of his poor facility in German and because he trav- 
eled in the secq^-cjsss-^seqt ion, though he had a first clag s_fcjcket . I told 

'\ ‘ ^ him I had lived in Latvia andthat my family was a well-to^doGennan farm family. 

* sa id I lived in Hannover, Gejmany from 1 939* During our conversation, there 
^ was considerable talk about horses and beiors " knew it, he had somehow come to 
the conclusion that I was a former veterinary doctor on pension. (I still do 
not believe that he was the first secretary for the Embassy.) He invited me to 
visit him In Bonn sometime. . — 
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O-E-C-H-K-T 


In addition to my report of 2 } August, 1958* concerning my meeting with che 
Soviet Bonn representative ZAITSEV on u train on 12 August, !C also report the 
following. Before we actually began conversing, we both would go into the corri- 
dor to smoke. Wo could not smeke in the train compartment an it wus reserved for 
non-smokers. Curing one of these "smokes*’, ZAYTSEV, in his extremely brokon 
German . offend me a Russian cigarette. From this v/c started our conversation. 

At firrst we spoke German, later Russian, as I could see wc would hardly be able 
to continue our conversation ir German . As I stated in my first report, I tried 
tc lead the conversation intc general charnels and away from politics. In 
lcckinj! out the train windows ZAYTSEV was surprised that he did not see ,\ny 
bercbed-out ruin.*? outside of the cities and towns which we passed. He said that 
he had heard that Gerrarr/ had been badly smashed during the war. I explained to 
him thnt Western Oemr.iny had been swiftly re constructed and that there arc fow 
ruins left. Here he hastened to explain x.rs.t the war damage bad also been im- 
paired in his country. He talked about GR-onany’s reunification and said that 
both Bonn and L'DR off;'. civil 3 .;ould eventually come to an agreement and sit dovm 
at one table for discussions. I told him '■.hat I felt that this would not be 
likely to take place ns G-7.1rr.3n3 Would n.-ver sit at one table with people who 
were not the peoples' chosen representatives. They also do not express the 
peoples* will and e.rw* foreigners placed at the country's helm who dc not defend 
Germany 0 s inteiujits and blindly follow a foreign, powexs (the Soviet Union) dic- 
tums. To -his statement ZAYTSEV did not Lave any reply ar.d this was the end of 
i.ne conversation on this vopic. Other similar topics were bi'ought up. ZAYTSEV 
criticized Americans end the British for sending armies into Lebanon and Jordon 
saying that this was :loisu.\fe: 7 ence into countrio f c internal affairs, end 

that the Arab nations wart to be independent and free from other nations influ- 
ence. He went on tc suy that it. is lmpcrt:int for the Americans and British to 
have these countries til interests under their control. This topic was also 
discontinued when I reminded him of the Soviet Union's interference in Hungarian 
c.f fairs in the fall of VJ 56 , the occupation of the Baltic nations, keeping of 
Soviet troops in Poland.* Hungary, Rumania and elsewhere. 
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